
Is al-Khiḍr álayhis salām still alive? 
IBRĀĤĪM MUḤAMMAD ḤĀKIM ASH-SHAGHOURĪ 

 
Shaykh al-Islām Imām Jalāl ud-Dīn as-Suyūtī wrote in his Ta’yīd al-Ḥaqīqa al-‘Aliyya (Ch. 38), 
which is a short book in defence of Tasawwuf, the following: 
 

Among the things which certain people have taken issue with against the Sūfīs concerns Sayyidunā al-Khiḍr and their 

meeting him, and his continued life. Among those who objected to this was Ibn al-Jawzī, who stated that if he was still 

alive then he would have met the beloved Prophet śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam, and this meeting would have been recorded and 

transmitted. These objections were rebutted by many people. 

 

Ibn as-Salāh (the Shāfiýī Muftī and Ḥadīth master) stated (in his Fatāwā vol 1, pp. 184-85): ‘al-Khiḍr is still alive according 

to the entirety of the righteous scholars, save for a minority of Ḥadīth scholars who parted with that majority.’ And Imām 

Nawawī wrote in Sharh Saḥīḥ Muslim (vol. 15, pp. 135-36): ‘The vast majority (jamĥur) of the scholars state that he is 

alive and exists among us, and this is agreed upon among the Sūfīs and the people of virtue and knowledge. The reports of 

their seeing him, meeting with him, taking from him, asking him, getting answers from him, and his inhabiting the blessed 

lands and areas are too numerous to count and too evident to conceal.’ Many scholars have composed whole works on 

this subject, the last of whom was Shaykh al-Islām Ibn Ḥajar (‘Asqalānī). 

 

His meeting with the beloved Prophet śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam has been reported in a number of Ḥadīths, and in my 

opinion, even if each individual chain of those narrations is weak, together they strengthen and confirm each other. 

Furthermore, his consolation of the Ṣaḥāba when he śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam passed away, and Imām ‘Alī saying, “that was 

al-Khiḍr,” and the fact that no one disagreed with him, could as well be considered consensus (ijmā’). Also, the report of 

his meeting with ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul-Azīz has a Saḥīḥ1 chain. In all, the narrations about him are numerous…” 

 
In addition, these reports of him meeting with the beloved Prophet śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam and his 
companions are so convincing that Ḥāfidh Ibn Ḥajar numbered him among the Ṣaḥāba in his 
famous book on them al-Isāba fī Tamyīz as-Ṣaḥāba2, and he listed and analyzed those narrations 
concerning  him in detail, devoting to him almost fifty pages. Therefore, based upon this 
tawātur3 – which would preclude any lying on this massive scale – and the principle which 
states, “Affirmation takes precedence over negation,” and the fact that no sound narration (or 
revelation) states categorically that he has died, the only conclusion that can be reached is that 
he is still alive and meets with many servants whom Allah Most High gifts with that honour. And 
Allah knows best. 

                                                      
1 saḥīḥ: authentic 
2 Refer to: al-Isāba fī Tamyīz as-Ṣaḥāba, vol. 2, pp. 286-334 #2272 
3 tawātur: mass-transmission 


