
The Ṣaḥāba and the commemoration of the birth of the beloved 
Prophet śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam 

 
Did the Ṣaḥāba1 commemorate the birthday of the beloved Prophet śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam? 
 
Yes, it is a well recorded fact that they did commemorate his śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam birthday by fasting 
on Monday, like the beloved Prophet śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam himself did when he told them he fasted 
on Mondays because it was the day he śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam was born (thereby commemorating his 
own day of birth), and also by composing and reciting poetry in praise of the beloved Prophet 
śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam (for example: Ka’b ibn Zubayr, ‘Abdullah ibn Rawaha, Ḥassān ibn Thābit, Qurra 
ibn Hubayr, and many others), and through other expressions of joy, due to which he śallAllāhu 
álayhi wa sallam would reward them greatly (as narrated by the compilers of Sīrah, such as Ibn 
Sayyid an-Nas in his Minah al-Madh, who listed the names of over 180 companions who 
composed praise-poetry for him śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam). Anyone who claims otherwise, that the 
Ṣaḥāba did not commemorate his day of birth but rather ignored it, will have to answer before 
them on the Day of Judgment for his claims. For example: 
 

1) The uncle of the beloved Prophet śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam, al-‘Abbas ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib (RA) 
said: “And then, when you were born, a light rose over the earth until it illuminated the 
horizon with its radiance. We are in that illumination and that original light and those 
paths of guidance and thanks to them we pierce through.”2 The light mentioned by al-
‘Abbas is confirmed by the beloved Prophet śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam himself in the famous 
narration describing his own birth. ‘Irbād ibn Sariya and Abu Umama - Allah be well-
pleased with both of them - said that the beloved Prophet śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam said: “The 
night I was delivered my mother saw a light that lit the castles of Damascus so that she 
could see them.” 
 

2) Ibn Ĥishām, in the last lines of his Sīrah, related that the poet of the beloved Prophet 
śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam, Ḥassān ibn Thābit rađiyAllāhu ánhu said:  

 
By Allah, no woman has conceived and given birth to one like the Messenger, the Prophet and guide of his people.  

Nor has Allah created among his creatures one more faithful to his sojourner or his promise than he who was the 

source of our light. 

 
This is clearly commemoration of his śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam birth set in poetry. 
 

3) Finally, part of the funeral eulogy Ḥassān ibn Thābit rađiyAllāhu ánhu recited for the 
beloved Prophet śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam states:  

 
I say, and none can find fault with me 

But one lost to all sense and kept far 

My love shall never cease to praise him 

It may be for so doing I shall be forever in Paradise 

With the Chosen One for whose support in that I hope 

And to attain to that day I devote all my efforts3 

 
As for the hollow argument that Mawlid celebrations should be banned because of some 
unlawful activities that take place in some of them, then one should similarly forbid weddings 

                                                      
1 ṣaḥāba: the blessed companions of the beloved Messenger śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam 
2 Ibn Sayyid al-Nas narrated it with his isnād through Tabarānī and Bazzār in Minah al-Madh (pp. 192-193). Ibn Kathīr in al-Sīrah al-
Nabawīyyah (vol. 4, pp. 51) and `Alī al-Qārī in his Sharh al-Shifa` (vol. 1, pp. 364) say it is narrated by Abū Bakr al-Shāfiýī and 
Tabarānī, and cited by Ibn `Abd al-Barr in al-Isti`ab and Ibn al-Qayyim in Zad al-Ma`ad. 
3 Abū Muḥammad ‘Abd al-Mālik Ibn Ĥishām, as-Sīrah an-Nabawīyyah 



celebrations, ‘Eīd al-Fitr celebrations, ‘Eid al-Adha celebrations, and other similar ones because 
people perform unlawful activities in these as well. 
 
Who, then, can forbid the commemoration of his śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam birth (in the Mawlid Sharif) 
after: 
 

1) Allah commanding us to rejoice in His bounties and mercies, and he śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam is 
the greatest mercy from Allah to us; 

2) The Master of Creation śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam himself commemorating his own day of birth by 
fasting on every Monday, and his companions also fasting on Monday for the same 
reason; 

3) His śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam companions composing poetry specifically for the occasion of his 
śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam birth and in praise of him; 

4) The scholars of the Aĥl as-Sunnah supporting the Mawlid and participating in it and 
composing books about it, finding nothing reprehensible about it (save for illicit 
practices later introduced to it, like free mixing and immoral dancing). 

 
We should now clearly understand why the commemoration of the birthday of the noble 
Prophet śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam is supported by the Qur’ân, by the Sunnah, and by the majority 
consensus of the scholars of Aĥl as-Sunnah. The Merciful Prophet śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam has told us 
that,  
 

This Ummah will never come together (as a consensus) upon misguidance, and the Support of Allah is with the gathering.4  

 
Therefore, the commemoration of the birthday of the Greatest of Creation śallAllāhu álayhi wa sallam is not 
only allowed but recommended in Islām. 

                                                      
4 Recorded by Ibn Mājah (#3940 Saḥīḥ – Suyūtī’s Jāmi’ Saghīr #2221), Tirmizī (Kitāb al-Fitan #2093), Abū Dawūd (#3711), Nisa’ī 
(Sunan Kubra, #3483), Bayhaqī in Asma’ wa Sifāt (pp. 322 Sahih) and Shu’ab al-Īmān (vol. 6, pp. 67 #7517), Abū Nu’aym (Ḥilya, vol. 
3, pp. 37, vol.  9, pp. 238), Ḥākim (vol. 1, pp. 115-16,  vol. 4, pp. 556 Saḥīḥ), ‘Abd ibn Ḥumayd (Musnad, #1218), Aḥmad (Musnad, 
#25966), Daramī (#54), Diya’ al-Maqdisī (vol. 7, pp. 129), Quda’i (vol. 1, pp. 167 #239), Daraqutnī in his Sunan (vol. 4, pp. 245), Ibn 
Abi Shayba (vol. 8, pp. 604, 672, 683), Tabarānī in his Mu’jam al-Kabīr (vol. 1, pp. 153, vol. 1, pp. 186, vol. 3, pp. 209, vol. 12, pp. 447, 
and vol. 17, pp. 239-40, Saḥīḥ – Haytamī in his Majma’ vol. 5, pp. 218-19) and Mu’jam al-Awsat (vol. 5, pp. 122, vol. 6, pp. 277, vol. 7, 
pp. 193), Ibn Abī ‘Asim in his Kitāb as-Sunnah (pp. 39-41 #80-85, pp. 44 #92), and others. And it is well-known and authentic. 


